
 

Best ebook reader for PC 

Posted by Eddie on 5/3/2013 7:22:43 PM. 

Reading is indispensable in our daily life. Unlike the traditional paper book 

reading, more people prefer a so called "mobile reading" style along with the 

popularity of cellphone and e-book reader. These small and portable electronic 

devices do facilitate our reading, but for some people who don't go out often and 

prefer reading on a bigger screen, reading on PC seems to be a better choice. 

Here lists some of the most popular reading software for PC and presents their 

main features and shortcomings. You can choose a right one as you like. 

1. Adobe Digital Editions 

 

Adobe Digital Editions is a lightweight e-book reader launched by Adobe. Unlike 

other e-book reader, ADE has a strong library management. It provides a clear 

and comfortable display mode of which you can organize and order your e-books 

by title, author and publisher and other options. 

The software can open, read and manage EPUB, PDF, Flash. You can also add 

comments by bookmarks, tags, and notes. Flash support means you can embed a 

document with rich audio and video content, which turns the boring text book 

into a rich media experience. 

Main features 

1. Powerful Markup 

2. Full Screen Mode 

3. Borrowing eBooks 

4. File organization 

5. High fidelity printing 

6. Multilingual Support 

7. Apple Retina Display 

  

Ratings: 
    

 

 

2. Calibre  
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Calibre is a comprehensive e-book library management application. By installing 

strong and various plugins you can do almost everything of e-book with Calibre. 

This strong open source software may be best known for format conversion, in 

fact Calibre is also an excellent e-book reader. It has a built-in e-book viewer that 

can display all the major e-book formats. 

The Calibre e-book viewer provides various functions and settings. Most of its 

function buttons are designed to be easily understood. You can quickly implement 

the functions you want even without extra settings. The Calibre support 

customized keys and themes switch and almost all appearance of e-book can be 

changed or customized. You can even write your own CSS to beautify the e-book! 

Main features 

1. Library Management 

2. E-book conversion 

3. Syncing to e-book reader devices 

4. Downloading news from the web and converting it into e-book form 

5. Comprehensive e-book viewer 

6. Content server for online access to your book collection 

  

Ratings: 
     

 

3. Kindle for PC 

 

Kindle for PC is an Amazon e-book management software. For those who have a 

Kindle or Kindle Fire, it's very convenient to synchronize the reading progress to 

PC so that you can read your favorite e-books seamlessly. You can also organize 

your Kindle e-books into different customized collections. 

As for reading experience, the Kindle for PC is not as brilliant as Calibre. It just 

provides some general settings such as font size, background color, line width, 

brightness. Although with simple functions, it do has some design of 
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humanization like you can add notes and highlights and look up words with its 

built-in dictionary which is very helpful in learning foreign language. 

One shortcoming of Kindle for PC which must be pointed out is that it doesn't 

support the EPUB file, a very popular e-book format at present. So if you have 

many e-books of EPUB format, it's better to convert them into MOBI format as 

you can read them both on your Kindle and PC. Click here for more details of 

converting EPUB to Kindle. 

Main features 

1. Sync to Furthest Page Read 

2. Look Up Words with different dictionaries  

3. Search in Books 

4. Organize Collections  

5. Personalize your e-books 

  

Ratings: 
   

  

 

4. Sony Reader for PC 

 

Sony Reader for PC provides comprehensive e-book management. You can access 

many e-books in the built-in Reader Store and sync your content and reading 

progress across your PCs, Macs and Android devices. One feature of Sony Reader 

for PC is multiple formats support. Besides common e-book formats like EPUB 

and PDF, it also supports TXT, MP3, MP4 M4A, rtf, DOC, DOCX, JPG, BMP, PNG. 

Sony Reader for PC provides limited reading settings. You can only adjust the font 

size (from 1 to 7 degree) and page mode (one page or two pages a time). This 

plain design may not a big problem as some people just like it. But another point 

which I should indicate is that it seems that the Sony Reader for PC doesn't have 

perfect performance in EPUB and PDF reading. It may get stuck for a while when 

loading some large files.Considering it has multiple formats support, we regard 

the Sony Reader for PC more as a comprehensive media center, not a e-book 

reader only. 

  

Main features 

1. Cloud Sync 

2. Split/two Page View 
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3. Syncing to e-book reader devices 

4. Tab browse newspaper or magazine articles or sections 

5. Tag and group your favorite eBooks 

6. Content server for online access to your book collection 

  

Ratings: 
   

  

 

5. FBreader 

 

FBreader is a cross-platform e-book reader. It supports popular e-book formats 

like EPUB, fb2, MOBI, html, plain text, and a lot of other formats. As an open 

source application like Calibre, it also provides many custom options like colors, 

fonts, page turning animations, etc. One of the most important features of 

FBreader is that it provides access to popular network libraries that contain a 

large set of e-books. You can search any books you like and download them for 

free or for a fee. 

Maybe the main shortcomings of FBreader are that the UI isn't easily understood 

and the operation isn't humanized. For example, the flip area locates on the 

upper and lower of every page, not the left and the right. Another example is that 

the right arrow key is used to redo, not scroll page forward. You may need to set 

some options to adapt it. 

Main features 

1. A multi-platform and free e-book reader under GPL 

3. Multiple Formats Support 

3. Access to Popular Network Libraries 

4. Highly e-book Customize 

  

Ratings: 
   

  

 

6. Mobipocket Reader 
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Mobipocket Reader is a feature-rich e-book reader. It supports many formats like 

MOBI, XML, HTML, TXT, PDB. User can customize font color, font type and 

background color. Scalable dictionary and image insert are supported too. You 

can page text, add bookmark, highlight text and make comments on your need. 

Besides you can also create your own category and organize the e-books. 

The Mobipocket not only support e-book reading but also eNews. Just enter the 

URL of eNews (RSS, RDF or ATOM feed) you want to add and the latest news will 

arrive at first time. 

Main features 

1. Manage & Organize your e-books 

2. Annotate & Highlight Freely 

3. Customize reading experience 

4. One Click Dictionary Lookup in all application 

5. Personal eDoc Publishing 

  

Ratings: 
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