
 

 

Top 7 Book Publishers in the World 

As the saying goes, knowledge is power. And book publishers have played an 

increasingly vital role in the transmission of knowledge. Nowadays, books are not 

only available in print versions, but also in digital and audio formats. In the first 

quarter of 2021, the world’s most prolific book publishers have experienced very 

strong audiobook and ebook sales. This trend should continue for the rest of the 

year, due to COVID and more people shopping online, instead of visiting 

bookstores. So in this post, we are going to talk about the role a book publisher 

plays in bringing a book to the public as well as some of the top book publishers 

in the world.  

 

• 1. Global Book Publishing Industry Overview 

• 2. What’s the Role of the Book Publisher?  

• 3. Top 7 Book Publishers in the World 
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1. Global Book Publishing Industry Stats and Trends: 

• The world’s most prolific book publishers have experienced very strong 

audiobook and ebook sales in the first quarter of 2021. 

• The global book publishing industry is worth $143 billion. And the US book 

publishing industry generated an estimated $26.23 billion in net revenue.  

• 2 million books are published each year. 

• 675 million print books were sold last year in the U.S. alone, while e-books and 

audiobooks are bringing in billions of U.S. dollars in revenue each year.  

• 55% of all book sales in the U.S. were made on Amazon. 

2. The Future of the Global Book Publishing Industry: 

The unstoppable trend of the book publishing industry is that book sales are 

transitioning to online sales. With over 55 percent of sales are made on Amazon, 

the top book publishing companies in the world are already aware of this trend 

and shifting many of their marketing efforts to maximize sales online. In order to 

cater to the new types of online customers, top book publishers start changing 

their sales strategies through selling electronic books and audio versions of their 

books.  

2. What’s the Role of the Book Publisher? 

 

What does a publisher actually do? Usually, people think publishers only polish 

the manuscript. But, the role of the publisher is much broader than that. The 



whole process of bringing the book to publish requires tons of work that goes on 

behind the scenes. It will always involve dozens of publishing experts along the 

way, including editors, designers, marketers, and publicists. During the whole 

publishing process, the publisher plays an important role in developing, 

marketing, producing, printing, and distributing the book. Most importantly, 

publishers help drive your book’s success. Here are just some of the roles that a 

publisher get involved in bringing each book to life: 

Production: The production process is the process of physically creating the 

book. Once the author has submitted the manuscript, it will be subject to various 

editing processes in order to make the book into a beautiful object. 

Design: According to the book content, designers will create beautiful, striking, 

and eye-catching designs (like a book cover, illustration, etc) which grab the 

reader's attention.  

Publicity & Marketing: The publicity teams get the word out about the new book 

through creative, multi-channel campaigns which create excitement among 

existing fans and seek out new readers. Anyway, they will do their best to 

increase sales. 

Distribution: The same book may have three versions: paper book, ebook, and 

audiobook. Before the book hits on the shelf, the publisher usually has 

negotiated some kind of deal with the bookstore to get their books displayed. 

3. Top 7 Book Publishers in the World 

Are you looking to get your book published? Here’s our list of reputable book 

publishing companies you might consider working with. The top 7 largest 

publishing companies in the world are:  



 

1. Penguin Random House 

Penguin Random House the world's largest English language trade publisher, 

bringing you the best in fiction, nonfiction, and children's books. It is a 

multinational publishing company formed in 2013 from the merger of Random 

House, owned by German media conglomerate Bertelsmann, and Penguin 

Group, owned by British publishing company Pearson plc. Penguin Random 

House publishes 70,000 digital and 15,000 print titles annually, with more than 

100,000 eBooks available worldwide. 

2. Hachette Livre 

Hachette Livre is a global publishing company based in France. It is also a 

subsidiary of the French media company, Lagardère. As the third-largest trade 

and educational book publisher in the world, Hachette Livre operates in three 

main linguistic regions: the French, English, and Spanish markets. The Hachette 

Livre Group is a constellation of publishers providing fiction and nonfiction, 

textbooks, travel guides, how-to books, children’s books, dictionaries, comic 

books, and much more. Collectively publishing about 17,000 new titles each 

year, which demonstrates their ability to innovate and reinvent themselves.  

3. HarperCollins 
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HarperCollins Publishers is the second-largest consumer book publisher in the 

world and is one of the Big Five English-language publishing companies, 

alongside Penguin Random House, Simon & Schuster, Hachette, and Macmillan. 

Headquartered in New York, HarperCollins has publishing operations in 18 

countries. With nearly two hundred years of history and more than 120 branded 

imprints around the world, HarperCollins publishes approximately 10,000 new 

books every year in 17 languages and has a print and digital catalog of more 

than 200,000 titles. 

4. Macmillan 

Macmillan is a global trade publishing company bringing authors and readers 

together since 1843! It publishes a broad range of award-winning books for 

children and adults in all categories and formats. Macmillan Publishers is based 

in New York City's historic Flatiron Building. It a division of the Holtzbrinck 

Publishing Group, a large family-owned media company headquartered in 

Stuttgart, Germany. 

5. Pearson  

Person is the biggest book publisher in the world. It is also the world’s leading 

learning company headquartered in London, England. Person can help authors 

publish trade, consumer, and professional books in business, finance, 

management, strategy, entrepreneurship, personal development, popular 

psychology, and careers. It was founded in 1844. In 2015 the company 

announced a change to focus solely on education. 

6. Oxford University Press  

Oxford University Press is the world’s largest university press of University of 

Oxford. It has offices in 50 countries and publishes more than 6,000 titles in more 

than 40 languages a year worldwide, in a variety of formats – print and digital. 

The range includes dictionaries, English language teaching materials, children's 

books, journals, scholarly monographs, printed music, higher education 

textbooks, and schoolbooks.  

7. Simon & Schuster  
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Founded in New York City in 1924, Simon & Schuster is an American publishing 

company and a subsidiary of CBS Corporation, one of the world’s premier media 

companies. As a recognizable brand name in the field of publishing, Simon & 

Schuster publishes 1900 titles annually and provides consumers worldwide with 

a diverse range of quality books across a wide variety of genres and printed and 

digital formats.  

Bonus TipsHow to back up your ebooks and audiobooks? 

eBooks and audiobooks purchased from the major retailer come with DRM 

protection which limits the use of your purchased content. In order to make full 

use of as well as take full control over your purchased ebooks and audiobooks, 

you can use Epubor Ultimate to remove DRM from your Kindle/Kobo/Google 

Play/Nook books and use the multi-purpose audiobook converter to convert 

Audible AAX files or Apple audiobooks to common MP3 files.  
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